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September Newsletter—Race Details for AcademicYear 2026/2027

Welcome

Welcome back to another exciting season of Wirral Primary Schools
Cross Country. Whether your school has been attending for many
years oryou are joiningus for the first time, we look forward to
welcoming you to your races. Thankyou to all schools who have
already renewed their annual subscription. Remember, schools are
welcome to attend as many or as few race meetings as they wish
throughoutthe season.

Race Dates for academic year 2026/2027:

All races are held on Monday afternoons with the first race starting
promptlyat4.15pm.

14/09/26 — Arrowe Park (field behind hospital)

28/09/26 - Birkenhead Park (Upper Park)

12/10/26 — Arrowe Park (field behind hospital)

08/03/27 - Birkenhead Park (Upper Park)

22/03/27 - Arrowe Park (field behind hospital)

19/04/27 - Relay Race - Arrowe Park

Should severe weather or exceptional circumstances affectanewent,
updateswill be communicated through the Team Manager
WhatsApp group and via the WPSCCA website.

Website & WhatsApp Group

Our website contains everything schools need throughout the
season, including: Race information, Route maps, Risk assessments,
Policies and procedures, Certificates, Representative team
information. Website: https://wirralxcountry.weebly.com/

@ Our WhatsApp group is exclusively for school staff and team
managers. It is the quickest way to receive event updates, weather
information, representative team news and important reminders
throughoutthe season. If you would like to join, please text Andrew
Meadows on 0789142 52 72 with your name andschool.

Payment

The annual subscription remains £40 per school for the entire
academic year, regardless of how many races you attend. Inwices
have been emailed to school offices. If another copyis required,
pleaseletus know.

BACS
Account Name:

INVOICE (attached)
Wirral supplier reference:

201417

Wirral Primary Cross
Country Association Account details:
Account Number: 90506249 Sortcode:
20-29-50
Sort Code: 20-29-50

Account number: 90506249
Ref:Yourschool name

Working in Partnership
Wirral Primary Schools Cross Country Association is proud to work in
partnership with Wirral Athletic Club. Through this partnership our
events are delivered underthe appropriate England Athletics licence
and insurance arrangements, helping ensure races are organised
safelyandto nationallyrecognised standards.
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e  FirstAid
Each school remains responsible for providing first aid to its own
pupils, including: Minor injuries, Administration of inhalers,
Prescribed medication, Existingmedical conditions.
Please note that public toilet facilities are not available at either
venue. Schools should ensure pupilshave used toilet fadilities before
travelling.

e  Behaviour
Schools are responsible for the behaviour of: Pupils, Staff, Parents,
Spectators. Everyone attending should treat officials, volunteers,
competitors, members of the publicandthe parks with respect.
Unsporting or abusive behaviour may result in individuals being
askedto leave the event.

° Spectators
To ensure the safety of all runners, remain within designated
spectatorareas. Donotentertherace course atanytime. Keep dear
of the finish funnel and results area unless directed by an offidal.
Encourage allrunners positively and respectfully.

e Public Parks
Races take place within public parks that remain open throughout
the event. Members of the public, cyclists, dog walkers and other
park users may still be present. Schools are responsible for
supervising pupils before and after racing. Please help us maintain
our excellent relationship with Wirral Council by leaving the park
cleanandtaking all litter home.

Race Organisation

Arrival: Schools should aim to arrive by 3.50pm. Registration packs
will be available from the Registration Table. A competitors' briefing
takes place at approximately 4.05pm. The first race begins promptly
at4.15pm.

Course: The course is approximately 1,200 metres over two laps
using grass and pathways. The courseis inspected before every event
and maybe altered if required to maintain s afety.

Footwear: Football boots, rugby boots and cross country spikes are
not permitted. Suitable trainers shouldbe worn.

Races: Sixraces take place at every meeting: Year 4 Girls, Year 4 Boys,
Year5Girls, Year 5 Boys, Year 6 Girls, Year 6 Boys. Schools may enter
as many pupils as they wish. Schools mayattend any number of race
meetings duringthe season.

Team Scoring: At the end of each race, schools record the finishing
positions of their first four boys and first four girls. The combined
finishing positions determine the team score. Separate boys' and
girls' competitions operate throughout the season.

Medals: Individual medals are awarded to the top ten finishers in
every race. Team medalsare awarded to the first six teams. No
competitor receives two medalsat the same meeting. Where an
individual medallist is also a member of a medal-winning team, the
team medal passesto the next eligible team member.
Presentations: Presentations take place shortlyafterthe finalrace.
Safety: Events will normally proceed inall weather conditions. A full
dynamicriskassessmentis carried out before everyrace meeting. If
weather or course conditions make racing unsafe, organisers may
delay, modifyorcancel an event following consultation with offidals
and Wirral Council.

Safeguarding: Schools remain responsible for the safeguarding and
supervision of their pupils throughout the event. WPSCCA
safeguarding procedures, photography policy, privacy policy and
othereventdocumentationare available onthe website.


https://wirralxcountry.weebly.com/

INVOICE

Wirral Primary Cross Country Association
Andrew Meadows

c/o 1 Edgewood Road

Upton

Wirral

CHG62 1AF

Tel: 07891 425272

Email: andymeadows28@gmail.com

Date 01/07/26

Invoice ref: Wirral Primary Cross Country

INVOICE NUMBER: YOUR SCHOOL POSTCODE

Wirral supplier reference: 201417
Account details:

Sort code: 20-29-50

Account number: 90506249

Description

Cross Country Subscription

Academic Year 2026 - 2027

Total
Thank you

Line Total

£40.00

£40.00



Risk Assessment - Wirral Primary Schools Cross Country Association

Races for Birkenhead Park and Arrowe Park 2026-2027

This assessment applies to Wirral Primary Schools Cross Country Association fixtures at Birkenhead Park and Arrowe Park for Key Stage 2 pupils, accompanying
staff, volunteers and spectators during the 2026—-2027 season. It does not replace schools’own Risk Assessments for bringing athletes to the events. Schools remain
responsible for their children’s safety and behaviour at all times. Schools should use a 1:10 ratio of staff to athletes.

Date: Assessed by: Locations: Review
Andrew Meadows
Revised Birkenhead Park
Steve Dakin July 2027
July 2026 Arrowe Park
Mark Roberts
Whatare Gl Target date comeiete
Who might be ; Risk What else can youdo to Rt ] by .
the What are you already doing? . . . T
harmed and how? Rating control this risk? Ris
Hazards? Rating
Participant | All pupil participants e School staffaccompanyingchildrenare Instructions for arrival AM | Pre-season:include
satrisk areatriskofbeing responsiblefor their pupils atall times whilston emailed out in advance. SD | expectations in September
from bumped, knocked or site. newsletter and website
contact obstructed by e School staffareresponsiblefor the conduct of information.
o spectators or their own spectators and parents or guardians. Two weeks before each
wit members of the e Any unwanted or disruptiveindividuals will be Providea brief spectator event: reminder
spectators | pyplic,leadingto asked to leave the premises. announcement before races, email/WhatsApp message to
/ members | slips,trips,fallsor e Staff and pupils areinformed of rules and safety . schools and team managers.
] ) ] ) T supported by clear signage
of Public | distress.Spectators, aspects prior to the event and informationis Med. . Low On event day: spectator
. . . . marking spectator-only areas - .
includingyounger posted on the Wirral XCwebsite. briefing before firstrace.
siblings,arealsoat e Accompanying staffreceive rules and guidelines and no-go zones, and
risk of being knocked inadvancevia email, the staff WhatsApp group establishasimpleescalation
or jostled by runners andthe Wirral XCwebsite. route for managingany
incongested areas. e Race Referee, Bob Brimmage, will bepresent at unsafeor disruptive
The behaviour of every event, supportingthe Event Leader in behaviour.
athletes and managing behaviour,addressing safety concerns
spectators in busy andintervening where necessary.




zones canincrease
the risk of accidental
contactandinjuryto
others nearby.

Participant
satriskof
injury or
illness
from poor
organisatio
n of event

All pupil participants
areatriskof
collisions,
overcrowding,
confusion aboutthe
route, getting loston
the courseor
excessivewaitingin
poor weather where
the event is poorly
organised (e.g.
coursetoo narrow,
too shortor poorly
marked, leadingto
pinch points). This
may resultin minor
or more serious
injuries,illnessor
anxiety. Staff,
volunteers and
spectators may also
be affected by the
disorganised
movement of large
groups around the
venue, increasingthe
risk of slips, trips,
falls or crowding.

Entries can be capped to ensure manageable
competitors inavailablespace. Additional space
organisedifentries extended.

School staff will be responsiblefor warmingup
and preparing competitors before their specific
events. Time warnings will begiven.

School staffare responsiblefor supervising
members of their team when they are not
participatingin events and resting.

Schools areadvised to bringa qualified first
aider. Although the organiseris afirstaiderand
will havea firstaid kit, the preference is for
schools to take responsibility for their own
children.

Event officialsand volunteers receive a pre-event
briefing coveringtheir duties, emergency
arrangements, communication procedures and
safeguardingresponsibilities.

Teams of runners will bespread alongthe start
lineto ensure enough running spacefor each
competitor.

Safety warnings will begiven before the startof
each raceand pushing/bumpingwill not be
permitted. Offenders risk disqualification.

Race Referee, Bob Brimmage, will oversee the
startarea to ensure spacing, safetyandfair
conduct, and assistin enforcingrules where
required.

Emergency vehicleaccess routes will be kept
clear of spectators, vehicles and course markings,
and all marshals will be briefed on how to direct
anambulanceto the sceneifrequired.

Any serious incident,injury or near miss will be
recorded by the Event Leader usingthe agreed
incidentform and reported to the Association
and, where appropriate, to the relevantschool
andlocal authority.

The Event Leader will speak
with staff regarding pupils
displayingunsafeor
inappropriate behaviour.

Course layout may be
adjusted on the day to safely
accommodate participant
numbers and prevailing
conditions.

A clearlyidentified firstaid
point will beestablished at
each event, with basicfirstaid
equipment and an event
mobile phone availableatall
times. Participating schools
remainresponsiblefor the
routine medical needs of their
pupils, butmust know the
location of the firstaid point
and how to summon
assistancequickly.

Ifthe designated Event Leader
is unavailableonthe day, a
named Deputy Event Leader
will assumeresponsibility for
safety decisions,incident
management and liaison with

AM
SD

On event day: allocate
volunteer marshalsto
positions duringthe
pre-event briefingand
record their locations on the
courseplan.




A simplelostchild procedurewill operate:any
child who becomes separated from their school
is to be brought to the registration/assembly
area, supervised by a named safeguardinglead,
andonly released backto school staffora
verified parent/carer.

Event staffingis plannedinadvancetoensure
safesupervision levels throughoutthe site. Each
participatingschool isresponsible for providing
anappropriatestaff-to-pupil ratioinlinewithits
own Educational Visits Policy, with a
recommended minimum of 1:10 for Key Stage 2
cross country events. Inaddition, Wirral Primary
Cross Country Association will providean Event
Leader, a Race Referee, and sufficientmarshals
positioned atkey points on the course, start,
finishandassemblyareas.

A pre-event briefingis held with marshalsand
volunteers to confirmduties, marshal locations,
emergency arrangements and communication
procedures.

Participant
satrisk
from
damaged
or unsafe
surface

All participantsand
spectators areat risk
from damaged or
unsafeground
conditions. Pupil
runners, staffand
spectators moving
around the course
may slip, trip or fall
on uneven, muddy,
icy orrutted ground,
resultingin cuts,
bruises, sprains or
fractures,and may
alsobeinjuredifthey

Completed by the organisers and anappointed
Wirral Athletic Club representative.

Course walked ahead of event.

Course set up to divertfrom any unsafe ground
conditions (wet, puddles, holes, damaged
ground, uneven surface, etc).

Where practical, competitors may view the
coursebefore racingunder the supervision of
school staff.

The Race Referee will reviewthe course
inspection findings and may adviseon re-routing
ifany ground risks areidentified.

Final courseinspection signed off jointly by the
Event Leader and Race Referee immediately
before racing commences.

schools and emergency
services.

Use a standard event plan for
every fixture, including
timings, marshal positions and
emergency arrangements,
and hold a shortbriefingwith
marshals and team managers
to confirmroles, pinch points
andincidentprocedures.

Followingeach fixture, a short
debrief is held with volunteers
and officialstoidentify
improvements before the
next event.

Rules and risk assessment AM
published on the website and Sb
emailed to participating

schools prior to event.

Complete a courseinspection
before racing begins, identify
pre-agreed alternativeroute
sections,and empower
marshals toreport new
hazards immediately so the
Event Leader canpauseor
reroute races if conditions
deteriorate.

AM emails all schoolsinJune

AM WhatsApp team
mangers inJune

Day of event: initial course
inspection completed.

30 minutes before firstrace:
final walk-through and
sign-off by Event Leader and
Race Referee.

Duringevent: dynamic
checks after each race.




stumble into other
people nearby.

Participant | All participantsareat Equipment to be used for intended purpose only.
satrisk risk fromdamaged or Schools emailed prior to event if specific
from unsafeequipment. equipment is requested.
damaged | Pupil runners, staff Equipment inspected before event begins.
Checklist completed by the Event Leader.
or unsafe | andspectators may . ) .
] ) ) The Race Referee will confirmthatall starting
equipment | trip over, collide S . . -
) andfinishingequipmentis correctly positioned
with, or be struck by and safe for use.
poorly positioned,
unstableor damaged
equipment suchas
cones, stakes, tape or
barriers, leading to
impactinjuries, cuts,
bruises or falls.
Participant | Without mitigations, Participantswill bereminded throughout the
satrisk race participants may event to be aware of other participants.
from be at risk from Teams briefed atthe startof event and
collisions | collisions with others reminders glven as necessary. )
. T Constant monitoringand review during event.
when whileparticipatingin o . . .
. Activities set up insuch a way to avoid collisions
participati | race. . e .
i.e. angle of turns, splittingrunners usinga
ng

Pupil runners may
collidewith each
other at the start,
around tight bends
or when overtaking,
leadingto trips, falls,
cuts, bruises and
possiblesprainsor
strains.

gradient, etc.

The Race Referee has authority to pause, modify
or restarta raceif collisionriskincreases dueto
courseor behavioural issues.

Constant monitoringand AM
review duringevent. Sb

Monitor equipment for each
event sodamaged items are
removed from use promptly,
store equipment carefully
between fixtures,and give
volunteers basic guidanceon
safeset-up and positioningof
cones, tape and barriers.

One week before firstfixture
of the season:full
equipment check. Week of
each event: equipment
re-checked andloaded for
transport.

On event day: visual safety
check on set-up completed
before pupils arrive.

Schedule of play organised AM
before the event and emailed sb
to schoolsinadvanceofthe

event.

Where numbers are high,
stagger or grid starts to
reduce bunching,adjust
narrow or tight sections of the
course, and briefteam
managers to positionless
confident runners away from
the busiest parts of the start
line.

Rules, Risk Assessmentand
Organisational Details sent
to schools ahead of event.
Review on event day.

On event day: review start
area after firstraceand
adjustifneeded.




Participant
satrisk
from
inappropri
ate kit

All participants atrisk
from inappropriate
kit—for instance
excessivelayers for
conditions,
studs/boots being
worn presenting
hazard to others.

Pupil runners
wearing unsuitable
footwear or clothing
may be more likelyto
slip, trip, overheat or
become too cold,
increasingtheriskof
falls, strainsor
weather-related
illness.

Schools will provideallkitandinstructions for kit
for their participants.

All Schools instructed to bringwarm clothes and
waterproofs.

School staff are responsiblefor their participant
runners and will ensuresuitablePEkitand
footwear is worn.

No Jewellery to be worn by participants.
Reminders are given on the start-lineof each
raceabout correct, appropriateclothingand
footwear.

Studs and boots are not permitted.

Participant
satrisk
from
adverse
weather
conditions

All participants atrisk
from adverse
weather conditions.

Pupil runners, staff
and spectators may
be affected by cold,
heat, wind, rainor
poor visibility,
leading to
hypothermia, heat
exhaustion,
dehydration, sunburn

A decision over cancellationis madeas a result of
ground conditions and agreed with all volunteers
and team managers from schools on the course,
on the day. Except in exceptional circumstances,
for instance, when the ground is saturated, no
racewill be cancelled ahead of time.
Inadditionto ground saturation, consideration
will begiven to high winds, lightning, fog and
extreme temperatures. The Event Leader and
Race Referee will undertake a dynamicrisk
assessmenton siteand may shorten, reroute,
delay or cancel races if conditions areunsafe,
including:visiblelightninginthevicinity, high
winds affectingtrees or courseequipment,
standing water on key sections, iceon paths, or
poor visibility thatprevents safesupervision of
the course. Afinal decision on whether to
proceed, modify or cancel will normally be

Constant monitoringand
review duringevent.

Includeclear kitand footwear
requirements inall pre-event
information, ask school staff
to carryoutquickvisual
checks before pupils enter the
startarea, and allowstaffto
withdraw any runner whose
clothing or footwear presents
anavoidablerisk.

Except in exceptional
circumstances, noracewill be
cancelledinadvanceanda
final decision will normally be
made immediately before the
competitor briefingfollowing
anon-site assessment. An
information talk for all
competitors will takeplaceat
4.05pm.

AM
SD

Schools informed of correct,
saferunningequipment in
September newsletter.
Reminders on the dayin
briefing by AM on safe wear.
On event day: staffkit
checks completed before
pupils enter the startarea.

AM
SD

Pre-season:agree and
publish
weather/cancellation criteria
with schools.

24 hours before event:
review forecastand confirm
intention to proceed, modify
or cancel if needed.

60-30 minutes before first
race: on-siteweather and
ground assessment with
final decision communicated
to team managers.




or reduced ability to
supervisesafely.

communicated to team managers atleast10
minutes before the firstracebriefing.

Personal informationis
retained onlyfor as longas
required to administer the
competition and is securely
destroyed within seven days
unless required for legitimate
governance, safeguardingor
insurance purposes.

Limit personal data collected
on the day, avoid usingfull
names where initialsand
school names will suffice,and
state clearlythatall result
records containing pupil
information will besecurely
destroyed withinanagreed
timescaleafter the event.

Participant | All participantsatrisk Result sheets produced for awards and
satrisk from identification as presentations contain pupils'names and schools.
from aresultof written Personal datais securely destroyedin
identificati | records. accordancewith the Association's retention
policy.
on The Race Referee contributes to decisions
regardingshortening, re-routing or adaptingthe
Pupil participants coursebased on safety assessments.
could beidentified
from names and
school details
recorded or shared
inappropriately,
leadingto potential
breaches of privacy
or misuse of personal
information.
Participant | All participantsatrisk Course will beclearly marked and explained to all
satrisk from poorly children and team managers prior to race.
from organised Cross Course cleared of any obstruction or potential
poorly Country course. hazards,i.e. branches.
. Course deviates from sudden changes in ground
organised level.
Cross The courseis availableto be walked by
Country Pupil runners may competitors prior to the startof the competition.
course Team managers and participantswill be briefed

become confused
about the route, take
wrong turns or
encounter
unexpected
obstacles, increasing

before the event.

Wirral Primary Cross Country volunteers will be
positioned atvarious points around the courseto
directracers and check on welfare of participants
Schools will bedirected to an assemblyarea on
arrival.

Appropriately defined running
area with designated, marked
and roped-off spectator area.

Prepare andsharea clear
coursemap showing marshal
points,assemblyareas and
emergency access routes, use
identifiable marshal bibs
linked to the map, and review
the courseplan after each

AM
SD

Pre-season:confirm
minimum data required.

On event day: results sheets
completed usingagreed
format.

Within 7 days after each
event: all records containing
pupil personal data securely
destroyed, apartfrom
permitted team summaries.

AM
SD

Pre-planned course agreed,
but review and variation
made on the dayto avoid
hazards.

Intended coursemap
emailed / messaged to
schools /team managers
ahead of event.




the risk of collisions,
trips, falls or
becoming separated
from their group.

The Race Referee will complete a final walkor
visual sweep of the courselayoutalongside
volunteers to ensure clarity, safe markings and
marshal coverage.

Spectators
causing
obstructio
n

Pupil runners may be
blocked, crowded or
forced off line by
spectators standing
too closeto the
course, leadingto
collisionsandfalls.
Spectators
themselves, including
younger childrenand
pram users, may also
be knocked or
injuredifthey
encroach on the
runningroute.

Spectators aregiven instructions at outset of
event to remain inspectator area.
Participantsareadvised onlytoaccess the course
for their own event, the rest of the time they are
a spectator and need to remain inthe spectator
area.

No parents/spectators allowed to cross the track
atanytime.

No parents on ‘inside’ of circular course.
Reminders issued for spectators not to run with
competitors.

Where spectator behaviour risks obstructing the
course, the Race Referee may delaythe startofa
raceuntil safeconditions arerestored.
Spectators requested to stay behind ‘respect
barrier’ atall times, not lean on barrier and not
sitforward of it.

event to correct any
confusionorsignageissues.

Hazards and debris removed. AM
SD

Spectator area marked off
with respect barrier rope.

Dynamicrisk assessment of
the courseand spectator
behaviour during the event.

Mark spectator areas with
highlyvisiblebarriers anda
buffer zone from the running
line, allocatemarshals
specifically to manage crowd
positioningatkey pinch
points,and instructthat
prams, dogs and chairs must
be kept well away from the
courseedges.

Ongoing evaluationandrisk
assessmenton raceday to
ensure the course remains
free of any obstruction.

Rules on spectators send out
to team managers / schools
in September newsletter.

Race briefingto remind
spectators of expectations
on the day.




Wirral Primary Schools’ Cross Country Association
Venue Maps and Course Outlines 2026-2027

RED LINE — COURSE ROUTE (always 2 laps)

BLUE LINE — SPECTATOR AREA (Marked by ‘respect barrier’)

GREEN CROSS - FINISH AREA

Arrowe Park
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Birkenhead Park — Primary desired location. If waterlogged, race moves to New Brighton

Dips.




