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1. Policy Statement 

The Wirral Primary Schools Cross Country Association (WPSCCA) is committed to providing a safe, 
enjoyable and inclusive environment for every child participating in our events. 

The welfare of every child is paramount. All organisers, volunteers and officials involved in 
WPSCCA activities share a responsibility to safeguard children and to promote their wellbeing. 

WPSCCA supports the safeguarding principles promoted by England Athletics and UK Athletics and 
expects everyone involved with our events to act appropriately, responsibly and professionally. 

 

2. Scope 

This policy applies to: 

• All pupils participating in WPSCCA events. 
• Teachers and school staff. 
• Volunteers. 
• Event officials. 
• Team managers. 
• Parents, carers and spectators attending WPSCCA events. 

 

3. Safeguarding Principles 

WPSCCA is committed to: 

• Providing a safe environment for all participants. 
• Treating every child fairly, equally and with respect. 
• Promoting an inclusive environment free from discrimination. 
• Responding appropriately to safeguarding concerns. 
• Working alongside schools, parents and statutory agencies where necessary. 
• Following relevant England Athletics safeguarding guidance. 

 

4. Responsibility for Children 

Children remain the responsibility of their own school whilst attending WPSCCA league races. 



Schools are responsible for: 

• Appropriate supervision. 
• Medical information. 
• Behaviour management. 
• Parental communication. 
• Emergency contact arrangements. 

During representative events, designated team managers assume responsibility for supervising 
selected athletes for the duration of the event. 

 

5. Recruitment of Volunteers 

WPSCCA organisers and volunteers are selected based upon their suitability for their roles. 

Where roles involve regulated activity or require Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks, 
appropriate safeguarding procedures will be followed. 

 

6. Good Practice 

Everyone involved with WPSCCA events should: 

• Treat all children with dignity and respect. 
• Encourage participation and enjoyment. 
• Use appropriate language and behaviour. 
• Never place themselves in situations that could be misinterpreted. 
• Report concerns immediately. 
• Respect confidentiality. 

 

7. Poor Practice 

Examples of unacceptable behaviour include: 

• Bullying or intimidation. 
• Inappropriate physical contact. 
• Humiliating or abusive language. 
• Discrimination. 
• Ignoring safeguarding concerns. 
• Being under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs whilst carrying out official duties. 

 

8. Reporting Concerns 

Any safeguarding concern involving a child should be reported immediately to: 



• The child's school representative. 
• The Event Organiser. 
• The appropriate safeguarding authority where necessary. 

Where a child is believed to be at immediate risk of harm, emergency services should be contacted 
without delay. 

All safeguarding concerns will be treated seriously, recorded where appropriate and managed 
confidentially. 

 

9. Photography 

Photography should always be appropriate and respectful. 

Anyone with concerns regarding photography at an event should notify an organiser immediately. 

Further guidance is contained within the WPSCCA Photography and Video Policy. 

 

10. Equality 

Safeguarding applies equally to every child regardless of: 

• Age 
• Sex 
• Disability 
• Race 
• Religion or belief 
• Sexual orientation 
• Gender reassignment 
• Socio economic background 

Every participant has the right to enjoy athletics in a safe and supportive environment. 

 

11. Review 

This policy will be reviewed annually or sooner if legislation, England Athletics guidance or 
operational practices change. 

 

Contact 

For safeguarding concerns relating to WPSCCA events, please contact: 

Wirral Primary Schools Cross Country Association 



Email: andymeadows28@gmail.com 

If a child is in immediate danger, contact 999 immediately. 
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