Wirral Primary Schools Cross Country Association
Code of Conduct

Last updated: July 2026

1. Purpose

The Wirral Primary Schools Cross Country Association (WPSCCA) is committed to providing a safe,
enjoyable, inclusive and well organised environment where every child can participate, compete
and achieve their best.

This Code of Conduct sets out the standards of behaviour expected from everyone involvedin
WPSCCA events.

All participants, schools, parents, volunteers and spectators are expected to support these
principles.

2. General Expectations
Everyone attendinga WPSCCA eventshould:

e Treat others with courtesy, dignity and respect.

e Promote fairness, honesty and good sportsmanship.
e Support childrenin a positive manner.

e Respectofficials and eventvolunteers.

e Followinstructions given by event organisers.

e Help maintain a safe environment.

e Respectthe venue and surrounding environment.

Discrimination, bullying, harassment, intimidation or abusive behaviour will not be tolerated.

3. Participants
All runners are expected to:

e Compete fairlyand honestly.

e Followinstructions from officials and school staff.

e Respectfellow competitors.

e Accept race results with good sportsmanship.

e Wearthe correct race number.

e Remain withinthe marked course.

¢ Inform an adult immediately if they become unwell or witness an incident.



Participants should rememberthat representing theirschool is a privilege and should behave
accordingly.

4. Parents and Carers
Parents and carers play an important role in creating a positive atmosphere.
They are asked to:

e Encourage all children equally.

e Respectthe decisions of officials.

e Support volunteers.

e Allowteachers and team managers to supervise pupils.

o Keepclear of the course unless requested otherwise.

e Follow parking and site instructions.

e Raise concerns politely through the appropriate channels.

Parents must never enterthe course duringraces unless requested by an organiser orin an
emergency.

5. Schools, Teachers and Team Managers
School staff are expected to:

e Ensure appropriate supervision of pupils.

e Promote positive behaviour.

e Ensure pupils understand race procedures.

¢ Inform organisers of relevant medical information where appropriate.
e Support safeguarding arrangements.

e Respectthe decisions of race officials.

Schools remainresponsible fortheir pupils throughout league events.

6. Volunteers and Officials
All volunteers and officials should:

e Act professionally and impartially.

e Place children's welfare first.

e Be approachable and respectful.

e Apply rules consistently.

e Report safeguarding or safety concerns promptly.
e Work cooperatively with other officials.

Volunteers should never place themselves in situations that could compromise safeguarding.



7. Spectators
Spectators are welcome and encouraged to support competitors positively.
They should:

e Cheerrespectfully.

e Remain behind barriers, tape or designated spectator areas where provided.
e Avoid obstructing runners or officials.

e Supervise younger children accompanying them.

e Respectvenue facilities and neighbouring park users.

8. Social Media

Everyone associated with WPSCCA should use social mediaresponsibly.
Comments should:

e Be respectful.

e Celebrate participation.

e Avoid criticism of individual children.
e Avoid abusive or offensive language.
e Respectprivacy.

Concerns should be raised directly with organisers rather than through social mediawherever
possible.

9. BehaviourThat Will Not Be Accepted
Examplesinclude:

e Abusive language.

e Aggressive behaviour.

e Bullyingor intimidation.

e Discrimination.

e Racist, sexistor offensive comments.

e Threateningbehaviour.

e Deliberately disrupting events.

e Ignoring reasonable instructions from organisers.
o Behaviour that places others at risk.

10. Breaches of the Code



Where behaviourfalls below the standards expected, WPSCCA may take appropriate action.
Depending on the circumstances this may include:

e Informal discussion.

e Formal warning.

e Asking an individual to leave the venue.

e Reporting concerns to the relevantschool.

e Referring safeguarding matters to the appropriate authority.

e Excludingindividuals fromfuture WPSCCA events where necessary.

Any action taken will be proportionate to the circumstances.

11. Review

This Code of Conduct will be reviewed annually and updated where necessary.

Contact
Questions regarding this Code of Conduct should be directed to:
Wirral Primary Schools Cross Country Association

Email: andymeadows28@gmail.com
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